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Introduction: 

 Welcome to “The Great Debate”—an in-depth study of the discussions that surrounded 

the ratification of the American Constitution, and have played a pivotal role in the interpretation 

of law today. After completing the work in this course, students will have a strong working 

knowledge of the thoughts and ideas that our country was founded on, and will understand the 

strengths and weaknesses of our country’s governing document. In each lesson, students will 

read primary source documents written by the Founders, and gain insights from the context and 

commentary given in the introductions to each section. Throughout the lessons, there are “Wrap-

Up Review” thought questions that will test students’ knowledge of the material they have just 

studied, and will prepare them for the online quizzes at the end of each lesson.  

 As a six-week or one-semester class, this course is designed to meet the requirements of 

half a high school credit. This course consists of four lessons, each one presenting contrasting 

views from the Federalists and Anti-Federalists on different aspects of the Constitution and 

proposed government for the United States. Below is a list of the recommended assignments and 

approximate number of hours it takes to complete them. These are estimates only; advanced 

students will be able to complete the material faster, while some students will require extra 

time to digest and understand the material.  
 

Suggested Credits to be awarded: ½ credit—the schedule below is designed with the goal of 

completing this course in one semester for middle-school or high school students, and also 

carries the option of being adjusted for an accelerated six-week course for advanced students. 

Instructors are given full leeway to adjust assignments as necessary to best fit the needs of their 

students.  

 

Suggested hours: (estimate only) 

 Read section within lesson—1-2 hours 

 Complete “Wrap-Up Review” at end of section—1-2 hours 

 Study for quiz—2-4 hours 

Total/week: (semester option) 4-8 hours, (accelerated) 8-12 hours  

Total/semester: (semester option) 80 hours, (accelerated) 160 hours 

Total/course: (semester option) 80 hours, (accelerated) 160 hours 

 

Note: 

 This schedule is designed for middle- and high school students. For middle school 

students, we recommend the schedule below. For high school students, either the schedule below 

or an accelerated schedule may be used (for the accelerated schedule, simply complete two 

weeks’ worth of assignments in one week, for a total of six weeks or half a semester).  

 

Suggested Course Instructions 
1. Click on the links to read each lesson, and complete the number of sections within the 

lesson as assigned by your instructor. It may be a good idea to make notes as you 

read. 

2. Complete “Wrap-Up Review” assignments as directed by your instructor. NOTE: the 

answers to these sections can be found within the lesson and primary texts 

themselves; we do not provide a separate answer key for instructors. These 
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assignments are to be graded by the instructor—please do not send to Generation 

Joshua. Students are not required to complete these assignments in order to receive 

credit for this course; however, we highly recommend that they do so in order to 

receive the maximum benefit from and understanding of the lesson material. These 

assignments are also valuable study aids to help students prepare for quizzes at the 

end of each lesson.  

3. When you feel that you are prepared to take the quiz for the lesson, click on the quiz 

link. Remember that you will only have one chance to take the quiz, and cannot redo 

it multiple times.  

 

Software requirements: Most of our courses require Adobe Reader to open PDF files. You can 

download the latest version online for free by clicking here. Also, since most files open in a new 

window, you may need to disable your pop-up blocker for www.generationjoshua.org.  

 

Completion Certificates are available for each course. If you wish to receive one, please email 

generationjoshua@hslda.org to request a certificate after completing this course.  
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Week 1. House of Representatives 

 Read Lesson 1, Section 1.1 

 Complete Wrap-Up Review 1.1 

 Read Lesson 1, Section 1.2 

 Complete Wrap-Up Review 1.2 

 

Week 2. House of Representatives 

 Read Lesson 1, Section 1.3 

 Complete Wrap-Up Review 1.3 

 Read Lesson 1, Section 1.4 

 Complete Wrap-Up Review 1.4 

 

Week 3. House of Representatives 

 Read Lesson 1, Section 1.5 

 Complete Wrap-Up Review 1.5 

 Study for Quiz 1 on Lesson 1 

(Sections 1.1-1.5) 

 Take Quiz 1 online 

 

Week 4. The Senate 

 Read Lesson 2, Section 2.1 

 Complete Wrap-Up Review 2.1 

 Read Lesson 2, Section 2.2 

 Complete Wrap-Up Review 2.2 

 

Week 5. The Senate 

 Read Lesson 2, Section 2.3 

 Complete Wrap-Up Review 2.3 

 Read Lesson 2, Section 2.4 

 Complete Wrap-Up Review 2.4 

 

Week 6. The Senate 

 Read Lesson 2, Section 2.5 

 Complete Wrap-Up Review 2.5 

 Study for Quiz 2 on Lesson 2 

(Sections 2.1-2.5) 

 Take Quiz 2 online 

 

Week 7. The Executive 

 Read Lesson 3, Section 3.1 

 Complete Wrap-Up Review 3.1 

 Read Lesson 3, Section 3.2 

 Complete Wrap-Up Review 3.2 

 

 

Week 8. The Executive 

 Read Lesson 3, Section 3.3 

 Complete Wrap-Up Review 3.3 

 Read Lesson 3, Section 3.4 

 Complete Wrap-Up Review 3.4 

 

Week 9. The Executive 

 Read Lesson 3, Section 3.5 

 Complete Wrap-Up Review 3.5 

 Study for Quiz 3 on Lesson 3 

(Sections 3.1-3.5) 

 Take Quiz 3 online 

 

Week 10. The Judiciary 

 Read Lesson 4, Section 4.1 

 Complete Wrap-Up Review 4.1 

 Read Lesson 4, Section 4.2 

 Complete Wrap-Up Review 4.2 

 

Week 11. The Judiciary 

 Read Lesson 4, Section 4.3 

 Complete Wrap-Up Review 4.3 

 Read Lesson 4, Section 4.4 

 Complete Wrap-Up Review 4.4 

 

Week 12. The Judiciary 

 Read Lesson 4, Section 4.5 

 Complete Wrap-Up Review 4.5 

 Read Lesson 4, Section 4.6 

 Complete Wrap-Up Review 4.6 

 Study for Quiz 4 on Lesson 4 

(Sections 4.1-4.6) 

 Take Quiz 4 online 


