
The Founding Fathers: Their Lives and Writings 
Course Syllabus 

  
Introduction: 

We are very excited that you are interested in our yearlong Founding Fathers course.  It is 
our goal that by completing the work in this course, students will have a strong working knowledge 
of the thoughts and ideas that our country was founded on.  There are many exciting things to learn 
from the founders, both from their personal and political lives, and it is fascinating to see the 
differences in opinion they had, from the strong federalism of Alexander Hamilton to the equally 
strong ant-federalism of Thomas Jefferson.  By immersing themselves in the thoughts and writings 
of these men, students will gain a greater understanding of the ideas that drove the founding of our 
country. Since they are reading unedited primary source material, students will be able to use their 
critical thinking skills and apply them to the information in front of them, rather than having 
answers spoon fed to them from a textbook.  

This course is designed to meet the requirements of two high school credits, one for each 
semester.  Each semester consists of fifteen lessons, each one focusing on a different founder.  
Every lesson contains a biography, selected works of the founder, various short assignments, longer 
essay questions, and a quiz.  Below we have the recommended assignments and the approximate 
number of hours it takes to complete it.  This estimate is high; many students will be able to 
complete the material much faster. 
 
Suggested Credits per semester:  1—the schedule below is design designed to be completed in two semesters, 
but the teacher is given full leeway to adjust assignments to fit the needs of their students. 
 
Suggested hours: This estimate is high; many students will be able to complete the material much faster. 

 Read Bio and lesson 1-2 hours 
 Short Assignment 2 hours 
 Write 3-7 page essay, app 8 hours 
 Study for quiz, 2 hours 

Total/week: 13-14 hrs 
Total/semester: 210 hrs 
Total/course: 420 hours 
 
Suggested Essay Lengths: 

 Middle School: Two short assignments 
 9th Grade: One short assignment and one three page essay per lesson. 
 10th Grade: One Short assignment and one 4 page essay per lesson. 
 11th-12th: One short assignment and one 5-7 page essay per lesson. 

 
Note:  

This schedule is designed for high school students, but the material can also be used by younger learners.  We 
recommend that for middle school students parents cut the material in half, allowing two weeks for each lesson.   
 Suggested Course Instructions: 
   1. Click on the links to read the biography and lesson. It may be a good idea to make notes as you read. 
   2. Complete essay assignments as directed by instructor. 
   3. When you feel that you are prepared to take the quiz for the lesson, click on the quiz link.  
 
Software Requirements: Most of our courses require Adobe Reader to open PDF files. You can download the latest 
version for free by clicking here. Also, since most files open in a new window, you may need to disable your pop-up 
blocker for www.generationjoshua.org. 
  
Completion Certificates are available for each course. Please email generationjoshua@hslda.org to request one after 
completing a course. 
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Week 1.  John Adams 
 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
Week 2.  Samuel Adams 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
Week 3.  Charles Carroll 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
Week 4.  James Wilson 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
Week 5.  Elbridge Gerry 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
Week 6.  John Hancock 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
 
 
 

Week 7.  Thomas Jefferson 
 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
Week 8.  Richard Henry 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
Week 9.  Benjamin Rush 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
Week 10.  John Witherspoon 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
Week 11.  John Dickinson 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
Week 12.  Benjamin Franklin 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 
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Week 13.  Alexander Hamilton 
 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
Week 14.  Rufus King 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
Week 15.  James Madison 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
END OF SEMESTER. 

 
START SECOND SEMESTER 

 
Week 1.  Gouvernor Morris 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
Week 2.  William Patterson 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
Week 3.  Roger Sherman 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

Week 4.  George Washington 
 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
Week 5.  William Livingston 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
Week 6.  John Quincy Adams 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
Week 7.  George Clinton 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
Week 8.  Patrick Henry 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
Week 9.  John Jay 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 
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Week 10.  John Marshall 
 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
Week 11.  George Mason 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
Week 12.  James Monroe 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
Week 13.  Edmund Randolph 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
Week 14.  James Otis 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 
Week 15.  Noah Webster 

 Read Biography 
 Read Lesson 
 Complete Short Assignment from Lesson 
 Complete Long Essay 
 Take Quiz 

 


